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Besides, I knew your aversion to Impertinence; and God
knows so very private a life as mine can furnish a letter
with little else, for I often am two or three months without
seeing any body besides the family; and now my sister Is
gone, I am likely to be more solitary than before. I am
still to thank you for your care In my testimoninm;* and It
was to very good purpose, for I never was more satisfied
than In the behaviour of the University of Oxford to me.2
I had all the civilities I could wish for, and so many [showed

three were admitted solicitors in Ireland. Although Forster was
(" Life/' p. 28) under a different impression, Swift's uncle William,
who was admitted a solicitor in Dublin on 25 November, 1661, appears
to have been the first of his family to settle in Ireland, and was prob-
ably accompanied thither by Swift's father who, although not admitted
a solicitor until 26 January, 1665-6, is said to have been connected with
the King's Inns from the time of the Restoration. William Swift, who
acquired considerable property, seems to have devoted himself with
great assiduity to his profession, and held at the time of his death the
office of a filizer in the Court of Common Pleas. It has been suggested
that he was tinged with Jacobite ideas (" N. and Q.," II, iv, 124), but
in one of the references relied upon he is confused with another
William Swift, and his alleged friendship with Bishop Sheridan has
no foundation, as the Bishop was resident in London when said to
be a visitor at William Swift's house in Dublin. His will is dated
19 May, 1703, and was proved i March, 1705-6. He was married
four times, but only two children survived him, a son, the Billy Swift
whose death is mentioned in the Journal to Stella, and a daughter,
who married one of his brother Godwin's sons,

1 This is a reference to the famous testimoniwn from the Univer-
sity of Dublin, which Orrery believed (" Remarks," p. 13) to have con-
tained the words spedali gratia, and to have brought credit on that
account to Swift at Oxford. (See Scott's " Life/' p. 515, and Barretfs
"Essay," p. 36).

- Swift had gone to Oxford in the preceding December, probably
for the purpose of visiting his cousin, Thomas Swift, who had been
with him at Kilkenny School, and at Trinity College, Dublin, and
who was then studying at Balliol College, whence his father, Swift's
uncle, the Rev. Thomas Swift, had graduated. It was probably then
that Swift conceived the idea of taking his master of arts degree at
Oxford. According to Delany (" Observations,37 p. 34) he did so in
order to show that he could succeed in a more difficult course, but no
examination was then necessary for that degree. Swift's residence at
Oxford, which has been sometimes magnified into months, can have
been only very brief. On 14 June, 1692, Swift, as a bachelor of arts of
Dublin University, was incorporated a member of Oxford University
from Hart Hall, which from its antiquity enjoyed a precedence in the
right of inscribing strangers on its books ("Hertford College," by
S. C. Hamilton, p. 38). Three weeks later, on 5 July, he received his
master of arts degree.